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Happy chappie - Balcatta Div 1 player 
Brendan Chapman against Rossmoyne 
last weekend. 

 

Mixed bag for Balcatta 
Round 9 of the 2009 PVL Season was a mixed bag for 
the Balcatta Volleyball Club.  The Cats won in all of 
the men’s divisions, but in stark contrast our women 
only won in the Division 1 competition.  In the 
Superleague, our men are getting back into form 
winning their third game in a row, against ECU 
Chequers, where our women ended a three game 
winning streak, losing to Perth Coastal in four sets. In 
the men’s Division 1 competition, our Masters team 
unexpectedly lost to bottom side UWA in four sets.  
Masters playing coach Marty Bertuleit said his team 
had a bye this week and another for the Collie 
competition and was hoping his players would come 
back rejuvenated after the break. 

See Superleague Reports - Pages 2 -3 
 

 

 
Top effort – Cats coach  Steve Petsos 
was pleased with his Division 1 boys’ 
performance last Sunday against the 
No.2 Rossmoyne team. 

 

Cats slide despite gutsy win 
Balcatta had a great three-set win over Rossmoyne in 
the men’s Division 1 competition last weekend (25-19, 
25-17, 25-22).  Cats coach Steve Petsos said that it 
was pleasing to see the boys play as a team and really 
fight for each point. “With the starting six playing so 
well, the rest of the team are going to have to push 
really hard to force their way into the starting line-up, 
which as a coach is a wonderful problem to have,” 
Steve said.  Steve’s highlights from Sunday’s game 
included the team’s passing, particularly Sean 
Supierz, Brendan Buckley’s tireless efforts in defence; 
Tim Wilkins chase down to the end of the court, Trio’s 
setting selection and that block by Craig Peterson.  
Forfeiting two games due to unregistered players the 
Cats have slipped to fourth spot on the ladder, but are 
still in touch with the leaders. 
 

 

SCOREBOARD 
– ROUND 9 
 
 

MEN 
Superleague 
Balcatta b ECU Chequers 3-0 
25-22,25-16,25-17 
 
Division 1 
UWAVC b Balcatta Masters 3-1 
25-21,20-25,25-20,25-21 
 
Balcatta b Rossmoyne 3-0 
25-19,25-17,25-22 
 
Division 2 
Balcatta b ECU Chequers 3-0 
25-15,25-20,25-20 
 
Division 3 
Balcatta b Rossmoyne Masters 
3-1,25-23,25-8,19-25,25-17 
 
 
WOMEN 
Superleague 
Perth Coastal b Balcatta 3-1 
25-19,26-24,14-25,25-18 
 
Division 1 
Balcatta b Southern Cross 3-1 
23-25,25-19,25-18,25-21 
 
Division 2 
Rossmoyne b Balcatta 3-2 
25-23,11-25,23-25,25-18,15-10 
 
Division 3 
UWAVC b Balcatta Red 3-2 
14-25,21-25,25-22,25-23,15-10 
 
Sth Cross White b Balcatta Blue 3-0 
25-21,25-23,25-9 
 
Division 4 
Balcatta lost to SX-Penrhos 2-3 
25-19, 23-25, 27-25, 16-25, 10-15 

 

 

 
Top vs bottom - Balcatta beat Southern 
Cross in four sets last round in Div 1. 

 

Top Cats roar further ahead 
Balcatta beat Southern Cross in four sets on the 
weekend in the women’s Division 1 competition to 
move two games clear on top of the PVL (23-25, 25-
19, 25-18, 25-21).  Cats Coach Aaron Leung said that 
after a slow start to the game, the Cats demonstrated 
their strength with the whole squad contributing to 
down the Cross.  “Young gun Ellin Collins enjoyed her 
new role playing universal in an already tall side, 
stamping her authority on the game in both the front 
and back court,” he said.  "After our loss two rounds 
ago we reset our expectations for all players at 
training and at games, both on and off the court. Our 
depth is making it hard for players to get court time, 
but I am really happy to see some of our newer 
players step up to the level expected in Division 1.” 



 
 

 
Digging deep –Cats Coach Mitchell 
Collins tries to get his side over the line 
against UWA in a thrilling five setter. 

 

UWA ends Cats unbeaten run 
Balcatta Red lost to UWA on the weekend in a thrilling 
five-set game in the women’s Division 2 competition – 
recording their first loss of the season after nine games 
(25-14,25-21,22-25,23-25,10-15). Cats coach Mitchell 
Collins said that the loss hit the girls pretty hard as they 
are so competitive.  “But it’s better now to lose than 
later,” he said.  The girls played a thriller after 
dominating the first two sets.  But UWA forced the 
game to a fifth set and the girls were just ruined.  Most 
train 3-4 times a week with the State Team and at 
school and with no break, their mental and physical 
capacity was just not there last Sunday.” 
 

 
 

 
 
 

SUPERLEAGUE - MEN 
 
Game Results 
Balcatta b ECU Chequers 3-0 
25-22,25-16,25-17 
 
 

 
Cop that – Division 1 player Luke 
McTaggart made a great debut in 
Superleague spiking well against ECU. 
 
 
Cat tales 
Cats Coach – John Ricciardi 
Cats Captain – Paul Prindiville 
PVL position in 2008 – 1 
Current PVL position – 4 
Premierships – 5 (1996-97, ‘99, 2007-
08) 
 
This week’s game preview 
Opponent – Perth Coastal 
Ladder positions – Coastal (4th)  
Balcatta (3rd) 
Cat’s game streak – 3 wins in a row 
Last clash against opponent – Balcatta 
lost in straight sets in round 5. 
 

  

Cats win three in a row to move up the ladder 
 

Despite being without five players last weekend, Balcatta was still too strong for 
ECU Chequers in the men’s Superleague and beat them in straight sets.  The win 
saw the Cats move into third spot on the PVL ladder, ahead of Coastal, and in touch 
with the leaders Rossmoyne and Southern Cross, respectively. 
 
In the first set the Cats had to adjust to the extreme team changes, which saw Luke 
McTaggart, Chris Prior and setter Tristan Jones elevated from Division 1.  It took 
the Balcatta boys a good half of the first set to eventually get on top of ECU after 
going point-for-point early.  Eventually the Cats took the lead with strong spikes 
from captain Paul Prindiville, Aaron Borszeky, Cameron Dall and Luke McTaggart – 
winning the set 25-22. 
 
In the second set the Cats really started to work as a team.  Tristan Jones’ sets 
were precise, Luke Mc Taggart was outstanding passing the ECU blocks and Cameron 
Dall and Aaron Borszeky had no problems spiking trough the middle.  Chris Prior was 
also very solid in his role as libero. As well, the combinations were becoming more 
frequent and the blocks were outstanding. Every time ECU tried to penetrate the 
Cats defence, they were confronted with a strong block or very good defence, 
following by powerful spikes.  The Cats were now in control and comfortably won 
the set 25-16. 
 
After winning the first two sets, Balcatta did not relax in the third.  The players 
were determined to win quickly and concentrated hard, although Tristan appeared 
a bit tired having played before this game in Division 1.  But he was outstanding and 
set well to the in-form spikers, who in turn were passing the ECU defence to win 
valuable points.  Halfway through the set it was clear that ECU did not have any 
chance of winning, the Cats taking the set 25-17 and the game. 
 
Cats coach John Ricciardi said it was a great win for the Cats. 
 
“The absence of so many players did not overwhelm the team,” John said.  “And as 
our president Louisa Kinnear said, it made us stronger. 
 
“Congratulations to the Division 1 players who played up today.  Tristan Jones was 
superb in his setting, Chris Prior was a great libero, and Luke McTaggart is set to 
have a great future in Superleague.” 

 

Superleague Men - Season at a Glance 
Rnd. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
Opp. Ros SX Uni ECU PC Ross SX Uni ECU PC           
Res. L L W W L L W W W            
Score 1-3 0-3 3-0 3-0 0-3 1-3 3-0 3-0 3-0            
Pos. - - - =3 =4 =4 4 4 3            



 
 

 
SUPERLEAGUE - WOMEN 
Coach: Russell Hampton 
 
Game Results 
Perth Coastal b Balcatta 3-1 
25-19,26-24,14-25,25-18 
 

 
Back to business – Cats captain Jenny 
Day’s form continues to get better 
after returning from knee surgery. 
 
 
Cat tales 
Cats Coach – Russell Hampton 
Cats Captain – Jenny Day 
PVL position in 2008 – 4 
Premierships – 3 (1996, 1997, 1998) 
 
This week’s game preview 
Opponent – UWA 
Ladder positions – UWA undefeated 
and on top of PVL, Balcatta 3rd 
Cat’s game streak – 3 wins in a row 
and a loss 
Last clash against opponent – 
Balcatta lost in four sets (round 7) 

  

Coastal ends Cat’s winning streak 
 

Perth Coastal beat Balcatta in four sets last weekend in the women’s Superleague 
competition, ending the Cat’s three-game winning streak. 
 
The Cats beat Coastal in four sets in their last clash, but this time the Cats were 
without three key players who were away representing WA at the Australian 
Volleyball League finals - Elise Chapman, Tenille Ryan and Mel Johnson.  The WA 
Pearls team won the championships, going through the series undefeated.  
Congratulations girls! 
 
In the first set between Balcatta and Coastal, Kim Ellwood got the Cats off to a good 
start, winning three points with a block, quick kill and ace.  Coastal led by three 
points at 6-9, but after Tracey Hasselerharm made a massive bloc, backed up by a 
Jenny Day kill; the Cats narrowed the gap to two points at 12-14.  Ella Pragt chimed 
in with a kill and Ali Mees – up from Division 1 - with a setters attack. But it was not 
enough to stop Coastal who went on to win the set 25-19. 
 
A ribbing from Cats coach Russell Hampton during the break sparked the Cats in the 
second set after being down by three points at 5-8.  After kills by Jenette Brown, 
two great defensive hard-gets from Hasselerharm and a Jenny Day kill from the 
backcourt, the Cats drew level at 12-all.  Blocking exceptionally well and winning 
multiple points through Day, Hasselerharm and Ellwood, the Cats took control of the 
second set and were four points up at 19-15.  Coastal fought hard though with some 
inside spikes and drew level at 24-all, then took the set on a quick ball to win 24-26. 
 
In the third set Coastal switched off and the Cats took full advantage.  Spike kills to 
Day and Brown on a massive run of serves by Pragt saw the Cats open up an eight-
point lead at 10-2.  After a crucial block to Hasselerharm, followed by an ace end a 
run of points by Coastal, the Cats pushed ahead to lead by ten points at 19-9.  With 
new setter Ali Mees finding her range, the Cats totally dominated the set winning it 
by 11 points - 25-14. 
 
Coastal managed to flick the switch back on in the fourth set and opened up a six 
point lead at 3-9 lead.  Sloppy passing and weak attacks enabled Coastal to win 
seven points in a row and open up a commanding lead at 7-18.  A spike kill to Mees 
late in the set was the only remaining high point for the Cats as Coastal cruised to 
victory, winning the set 18-25 and the game. 
 
Cats coach Russell Hampton said that Balcatta didn’t deserve to win. 
 
“Our focus seemed elsewhere for most of the game,” he said.  “When we did play 
well in patches, we dominated.  I think the second set was pivotal and had we won 
we would have taken the match.  But we lost confidence and didn’t recover and 
Coastal were the more consistent team and earned the win.” 
 
Russell said that captain Jenny Day played her best game of the season and Kim 
Ellwood played really well, especially in serve receive. 
 

 
Superleague Women - Season at a Glance 

Round 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
Opp. SX Uni Bye PC Bye ECU Uni PC SX ECU PC Uni         
Result L L  W  W L W W W L          
Score 0-3 0-3  3-2  3-0 1-3 3-1 3-2 3-0 1-3          
Posit. - -  - - - 3 3 3 3 3          



 
2009 PVL PREMIERSHIP TABLE 

Team G W L D F B Position* 
MEN Superleague 9 5 4    3 

Division 1 9 5 1  2 1 4 
Masters (Div. 1) 9 4 4   1 3 

Division 2  9 7   2  2 
Division 3 9 8    1 1 

 
WOMEN Superleague 11 5 4   2 3 

Division 1 9 8 1    1 
Division 2 9 2 6   1 6 

Division 3 (Blue) 9 3 5   1 5 
Division 3 (Red) 9 7 1   1 1 

Division 4 9 6 2   1 2 

LEGEND 
G – Games played 

W – Wins 
L – Losses 
D – Draws 

F – Forfeits 
B – Byes 

TBC – To be confirmed 
 

 
 

Positions (As at Round 9) 
 

 
YOUR SERVE enquiries and story contributions – John Steyntjes (Ph. 041 388 7388)      Photo’s by  Marty Bertuleit 


